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♪ Music Notes ♫

Originally written in 1871, this arrangement of the popular American song is ideal for the

young string orchestra. Bow lifts, dynamic contrasts, and fundamental rhythms are some

of the skills targeted for study in this piece. After the melody is introduced in a round at

m. 5, there are rich harmonies throughout that help developing musicians sound their

best. A melodic fragment is passed between the lower and upper strings at m. 22, and

rhythmic variations occur in both the melody and harmony at m. 30. The refrain of the

song is briefly featured in the closing measures beginning at m. 38. An old melody feels

new again in this arrangement of “Reuben and Rachel!”

For more music, resources, and composer information, please visit:
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