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i) Ml.(c Notes JI
(@),

y the popular hand game, “Rock, Paper, Stringers!” is an excellent vehicle for
introducing young string musicians to the art of improvisation. A catchy melody and rockin’
bassline lead the way to a two-chord solo section that allows students to begin improvising
using only notes from the d min tatonic scale. Depending on readiness, students may

start by only improv@ing@ edsures. As they gain confidence, students can expand

their improvisations nx nd include the scales associated with each chord. At this

point, be sur %g the importance of using guide tones (3rds and 7ths) as a great
& npetween the closely related chords. Additional ideas for how to practice
CNgs

/chords are included on the next page.

ly, the piece derives its name from the gopular hand game played at the beginning by
the upper strings. However, the sylla\ tRm for the title can also be found in the

bassline throughout the piece. Q
0y T KON T

Rock, pa-per, string-ers Rock, pa-per string-ers Rock, pa-per, string-ers Shoot!

The act of improvising is critical to expanding the creativ@side of every musician. “Rock,

Paper, Stringers” is a fun way to develop th@@

For more music, resources, and composer information, please visit:

\\C

NPZIO0OT

com QN
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O“OCK PAPER STRINGERS SCAI.ES

D minor Pentatonic Scale

5 “7 8(1) 3 4
A C D F* G A

W

Blues Scale

5 81) 3 4 5

A @ A C“ D F G A
‘ D’ Scale (Lowered 7'")

5 4 5 6 T 81 2 3 4 5

A B C* D E Ft G A¢ B C D E F G A
G’ \o ered 7'")

5 6 7 1 2 5 6 7 81 2 3 4 5

P E F G A c Dp E F G A B C D

Some Ways to Practice the D’ & G’ Scales:

1) Practice the scales going up and down start1ng fr 1,3, 5,7 (then from 2, 4, 6)

2) Practice the scales going down and up st 7,5, 3, 1 (then from 6, 4, 2)
a) Practice starting on the beat! startlng on the oftbeat.

3) Practice the pentatonic scale up and dow tartlng from1,3,4,5,7,8(7,5,4,3)

4) Do all of the above with two-note slurs, then three-note slurs, etc.

5) Focus on guide tones (3rds and 7ths) as a way of transitioning from @rd to

the next. e

Some Basic Patterns: Practice these patterns 6 G’ scales
above. Memorize these and use them in your solg e scales above.
@ 1358 1357 1235

(This sheet is reproducible)

@ 3215 321]5 3451 3458
@ 5431 5438 56123 434531 Q\
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‘ ROCK, PAPER, STRINGERS?:

Q

Q Steady Rock J= 112 Thomas Ma\/ (ASCAP)
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Solo Section!
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